
Floyd County Stormwater Utility

What is Stormwater?

Fees and Credits

2009



What is Stormwater?

• Stormwater comes from an unfunded Federal 
Mandate. 1987 Clean Water Act. 

• The EPA concerned about high amount of toxic 
substances in our waters put out a set of goal to 
help eliminate these pollutants. 

• Stormwater Program in Floyd County started in 
2002

• Mapping culverts and developing new ordinances 
were all part of the first steps of the program.



Continue

• A later step was to control erosion from new 
developments.

• Modernizing antiqued infrastructure is a 
product of our program.

• More and more money was needed to run this 
program.

• Money was coming out of the General and 
Edit funds. Roughly $500,000 was used out of 
those funds to support the utility.



Continue

• 2007 was the first year that the utility was 
funded through a user fee.

• It was going to be an impervious approach, 
but with concern from citizens it was changed 
to a temporary flat rate of $39.00 per year.

• The Stormwater Board set-up a Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC) to get the public’s 
input and advise on them on what direction 
this utility should be headed.



Continue

• With the recommendations from the CAC the 
board made some changes.

• The flat rate continued until this year when 
the need for more funds was necessary 
because of the heavy rains.

• Changes to how the fees were charged to 
make them more fair and equitable.

• A credit policy was adopted to promote 
positive actions taken by its users.



Time for Questions



Fees

• Fees are changing from a flat rate, every parcel 
pays the same, to an impervious approach.

• Impervious; Incapable of being penetrated by 
water, surface is measured through a 2005 aerial 
photograph, which is scheduled to be re-shot in 
2010, and GIS technology.

• Floyd County Stormwater Utility uses Floyd 
County Assessor office records for classifying 
property.



Fees

• All properties that are classified as residential 
(500) code are a flat fee of $39.00

• All Vacant Parcels should NOT have a stormwater 
fee.

• All Non-Residential Properties are calculated on 
an Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU).

• The ERU has been changed from 2,500 sq. ft. to 
3,700 sq. ft. of impervious surface. This change 
came from the CAC.

• On average, it constitutes a savings of about 30% 
per parcel.



Fees

• 1 ERU equal 1 fee $39.00, 3ERU equals $117.00
• Stormwater Board, with input from the CAC, 

agreed to allow a Low Impact Parcel Credit and 
three (3) year abatement to start this year.  

• The implementation of the abatement was 
established as a means of easing the community 
into the fee system in these rough economic 
times.

• The abatement for this year is 75% 
• 50% for 2010; 25% for 2011; and no abatement 

starting in 2012.



Fees

• If your bill in 2012 is $117.00 then this year, 
2009, you will only pay 25% of that bill or 
$39.00 (1 ERU) which ever is greater.

• Fees are put on the tax bill and can be paid in 
two installments.

• If you have your parcel number with you, we 
can look at your stormwater fee and show you 
what your payment will be.

• Credits will be allowed starting in 2010



Time for Questions



Credits

• Credits are useful tools that helps Citizens 
reduce their fees and helps the Stormwater 
Utility by reducing the impact some parcels 
have on the system.

• Some credits are targeted more to 
Agricultural/non-profit properties some are 
more for commercial/industrial parcels and 
some are for everyone.



Credits

• The first credit is called Low Impact Parcel 
Credit.

• It is an automatic credit. You have to do 
nothing to get this. If you qualified you got it. 
It has already been calculated and taken off 
this years bill.

• It is the only credit allowed for your 
2008pay2009 bill.



Credits

• The Low Impact Parcel is a parcel that’s 
impervious surface is less than 7% of it’s total 
land square footage.

• It is based on a per parcel basis.

• 2005 aerial photograph and GIS was used to 
calculate this credit.

• This credit will continue unless you 
increase/decrease impervious surface or 
increase/decrease total land surface.



Credits

• The rest of the credits will begin in 
2009pay2010.

• All credits are 5 year credits

• All credits expire Dec.31st of the 5th year.

• New applications must be filled out for new 
credits.

• There will be added documentation needed to 
receive these credits



Credits

Name
• USDA Recognized Farms(1.2)
• Farmland Conservation Tillage 

(1.3)
• Conservation Use Valuation 

Assessment (CUVA) Properties 
(1.4)

• Fencing Livestock Out of Streams 
(1.5)

• Stream Buffers (1.6)
• Conservation Easements (1.7)
• Riparian Reforestation (1.8)
• Stream Restoration/Stream 

Stabilization (1.9)

Name

• Watershed Improvement 
Project Participation (1.10)

• Direct Discharge (1.11)

• Septic Tank Maintenance 
(1.12)

• Connection to Sanitary 
Sewers (1.13)

• Educational Outreach (1.14)

• Channel Protection (2)

• Peak Discharge Rate (3)



Credits

• For next years bills March 1st 2010 will be the 
last day that we can collect credit applications 
for the credit to show on the bills for 
2009pay2010.

• After March 1st 2010, you will still be able to 
get full credit. You will get a stormwater bill 
that will show the full amount without any 
credits, bring that in with your application for 
us to print you a new bill with a total.



Credits

• When the due dates have arrived, you will 
have six (6) months to apply for credits. After 
the six months you will only receive credit for 
the remaining second installment or the 
following year bill.

• If you know of different credits that you would 
like to see our program introduce, please feel 
free to call or write and we can discuss them.



Example Property:

•48,000 sq-ft of impervious surface; eligible for low 

impact credit of 30%; year one abatement of 75%

•48,000 sq-ft ÷ 3,700 sq-ft per ERU = 12.97 ERUs

-12.97 ERUs rounded to 13 ERUs

•CREDITS: 13 ERUs * (1 – 30%) = 9.1 ERUs

-9.1 ERUs rounded to 9 ERUs

•ABATEMENT: 9 ERUs * (1 – 75%) = 2.28 ERUs

-2.28 ERUs rounded to 2 ERUs

•FINAL BILL: 2 ERUs * $39 per ERU = $79 per year



Time for Questions



Floyd County Stormwater Utility

311 Hauss Square Suite 119

City-County Building 

New Albany, Indiana 47150

812-949-5446


