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Oak Park Conservancy District 
Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention (SPPs) 
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Activity: Buffer Zones 
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PLANNING 
CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
Design Life:  
Life 
 
Acreage 
Needed: 
N/A 
 
Estimated 
Unit Cost: 
N/A 
 
Monthly 
Maintenance: 
Negligible 
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Description Buffer Zones act as shields against pollutants to the drain system or to watercourses by 

reducing or preventing discharge through vegetation utilization.  The utilization protects 
soils from erosion and slows the velocity of runoff to allow the removal of sediment and 
other pollutants through filtering and settling.  

 
Suitable  
Applications 

 Buffer zones are effective along stream banks, grassed dikes, swales, slopes, outlets, 
level spreaders, and filter strips.   
 

 Vegetative buffer strips may be used on any site that will support vegetation.   
 

 Buffer strips are particularly effective on flood plains, adjacent to wetlands or other 
sensitive water bodies, and on steep, unstable slopes. 

 
 Any area within a buffer required by the local regulations SHALL NOT BE 

CLEARED.  They should be surveyed, flagged, and delineated by a colored 
temporary construction fence.  This should be explained to all construction 
employees and supervisors. 

 Utilization or reinforcement of existing vegetation is preferred.  However, where 
improvements are required; sodding, plugging, use of stockpiled vegetation or 
seeding is acceptable. 

 
 Sodding is appropriate if it is part of the no construction activity area required by MDPW 

for areas that contained turf prior to construction, or for any graded or 
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